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Summary of Session 3 Discussions

Under the theme of “Exchange of information on post-earthquake emergency response
activities”, Mr. Yokkaichi from National Land Agency reported on wide-area medical
transportation activities for an earthquake, using action plans to coordinate disaster-related
institutions. Mr. Lowder from FEMA reported on the process of gathering disaster information
by FEMA and states under Earthquake Information Collection Plan. Mr. Takamura from Fire
and Disaster Management Agency reported on Inter-regional Emergency Management of Local
Municipalities, such as Emergency Fire Fighting Support Team, Fire brigades, and voluntary
disaster management group. Dr. Blong from FEMA reported on assessing the capabilities and

readiness of emergency management.

Questions and answers

. There was a question about the range of information gathered under Earthquake
Information Collection Plan and how many days were required to gather it. The speaker
responded that regions affected by an earthquake gathered information immediately after the
quake, with initial response coming within the first twelve hours.

. The speaker explained that in many states there are emergency response teams that are
sent into disaster sites to gather information. There was a question about 1) the composition of
the teams, 2) how evaluated information was passed up to FEMA, and 3) who inputs
information to the GIS system. The speaker responded that: 1) teams are from government
institutions and are comprised of fire-fighting and building experts; 2) information is passed
from towns and counties to the state, organized by the state and then sent to FEMA, which also
receives information from other federal agencies; and 3) FEMA employees input the
information.
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